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Background Summary Points 

• In 2010, the Minnesota Legislature’s Permanent School Trust Fund Advisory Committee appointed 
a working group to develop a strategy to meet the land management goals of both the State and 
Forest Service regarding school trust lands in the BWCAW. The working group included interested 
stakeholders from education, environmental groups, timber industry, mining interests, and local 
government. 

• The working group recommended a “hybrid” approach to a land transfer involving approximately 
one third land exchange and two thirds land purchase. The working group identified candidate 
parcels of National Forest System Lands within the Superior National Forest, located outside of the 
BWCAW, to consider for the land exchange.  

• The Minnesota Legislature passed legislation that authorized the DNR to expedite a land exchange 
and also to sell school trust lands in the BWCAW to the United States.  The DNR formally proposed 
a land exchange based on the recommendations of the working group and subsequent legislation.   

• The Superior National Forest is pursuing funding to purchase two-thirds of the school trust lands in 
the BWCAW. The Forest nominated for purchase two-thirds of the school trust lands in the 
BWCAW as a Land and Water Conservation Fund Collaborative Landscape Project in 2012, 2013 
and 2014, but the project was not selected for funding.  The Forest will submit a nomination again in 
2015, as well as investigate additional funding sources.  

• The land exchange and purchase presents an opportunity for the Forest Service to achieve priorities 
identified in the Superior National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan that include:  a) 
acquiring additional land ownership within the BWCAW and, b) consolidating land ownership by 
exchanging out of fragmented parcels of federal land outside the BWCAW.  

The Land Exchange  

• The Forest Service is currently inviting public comment on a proposed land exchange with the State 
of Minnesota for the one third portion: approximately 30,000 acres of State school trust land in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) for an equal value of federal lands to be 
selected from a pool of approximately 39,000 acres of federal land outside the BWCAW. 

• Public comments should focus on any interests or concerns a commenter has about the lands 
proposed for exchange. 

• Comments are most useful if received by April 3, 2015. The Scoping Package describes how 
to submit comments. The Scoping Package is posted on the School Trust Land Exchange 
webpage which may be found at www.fs.usda.gov/goto/superior/projects   
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