
Concerning the new line #3 route, how many burial mounds discovered and yet to 
be, will be affected by the desecration of these archaelogically significant areas?

In order to pass Enbridge’s billion dollar profit seeking exploitation of MInnesota’s 
resources by establishing a new route for line #3, the Minnesota Appeals Court ignored 
law and the overwhelming majority of Minnesota citizens who do not want this pipeline, 
who will not profit by this pipeline and who value Native rights to their treaty lands and 
waters for protection of these waters and natural resources. What can be done to 
protect these priceless territories that are, in addition, archaeologically significant lands, 
which hold the resting places of hundreds, perhaps thousands of sacred burial mounds 
and other important artifacts from centuries of native american history? Not only will 
these lands be subject to a corporation’s bottom line, this land grab will endanger 
freshwater resources in a world that will be literally dying of thirst globally in the next 20 
years according to some estimates.

Violence comes in many guises.  Even 
in a smile.  We’ve all had examples of 
this and know it all too well.  When we 
are told that something is for our own 
good, or told we need something that 
we don’t, or when we are sold a bill of 
goods.  It happens to us all in a long 
life … no matter race, sex, creed ….  
People are generally good and 
unsuspecting.  They want to believe 
the best and so there are many who 
believe the rhetoric coming from 
Enbridge executives, well dressed 
men and women with pleasantries and 
a smile.  These are “wolves in sheep’s 
clothing”, but not as honest as a wolf.  
For a wolf would never act like one of 
these.
There are many issues to address 
here, so many that it is impossible to 
come to a consensus, or is it?  If we 
look at the effects and fail to address 
the root of these effects, there is no 

end and no solution.  It would be like 
repairing a house with water damage that still lies in the river bed.  The analogies are 
endless.  Why does money speak louder than the welfare of native Minnesotans?  Why 
does it speak louder than common sense?
What is a temporary job that fulfills a perpetual need with a short term solution and 
destroys your home in the bargain?  This is what I propose is happening in Northern 
Minnesota, our home, our base. Mines and pipelines pollute waters, air and earth.  
Clean up is not possible and once the land is toxic, all life will be affected from the 
smallest form of life to the greatest.  
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These things we can hold for truth:
1. All life needs water.
2. All life needs sustenance.
3. All need shelter.
4. All lifeforms do better in an environment that fosters beauty … and this always 

involves truth, for truth and beauty as Keats once said are one and the same.
What happens when we are faced with thirst and starvation, when we lack the shelter to 
provide for our own safety and well being?  What would any one of us do?  What 
happens to the life in these northern Minnesota wetlands with spills from a tar sands 
pipeline?
How do we change expectations to jive with the carrying capacity of this planet?  What 
expectations lead a society into civil unrest?  When these expectations exceed the 
carrying capacity of a planet, what then?  How do we resolve the difference between 
what we need and what we want when what we’ve been trained to expect becomes the 
nemesis of what we need?  Examples abound.  Mankind gathers goods far exceeding 
need, hoards land and destroys others to make the hoarding possible.  Oil makes 
money for the richest while the rest suffer the effects of it’s extraction and transport … 
and all the while we’re being told that we need these pipelines and refineries.
Each individual can assess their own lives, particularly those who have the money to 
acquire more than they will ever need.  Once one has the essentials of life with a 
reasonable sum for a rainy day, enough leisure to bring joy, what more could one truly 
need in material goods?  What does one good person do when there are many more 
who will take what he doesn’t and destroy to make a profit?
Where do we start, at least, if not with the essentials of life like potable water and clean 
air and quality education?  Do pipelines and mines, profit seeking corporations “care” 
about the welfare of societies?  The only way a society can thrive is through investment 
in it’s future; and the future of all societies is in it’s youth.  It is violence done at this 
stage and throughout a young person’s life that creates a violent society.  This can 
come disguised in a silk glove, like loans to our children to go to college, loans that put 
them into an insurmountable debt.  It comes in violence done to young black and brown 
men and women through lack of opportunity and incarceration and it comes with a pat 
on the back telling us we need something we don’t in order to make a profit.  What 
these corporation executives don’t tell you is how long before the deficits outweigh the 
benefits.
A violent society is created by greed at the top of any food chain.  It comes in the guise 
of health care that destroys the financial well being of those who fall ill.  It comes in a 
society that puts financial profit above all else, retirees’ financial well being in the hands 
of Wall Street and our children into for-profit education centers at the hands of test 
makers and test takers. It comes at the hands of legislators who seek financial gain 
from their offices rather than the welfare of their constituents.
Violence comes on the wings of weapon sales and the war making machinery of the 
United States arsenal.  Violence comes in the nature oil transport, pipelines and 
refineries, mines and fracking wells that violate treaty rights, river beds and wetlands, 
spilling into freshwater reserves, and polluting our environment at all levels.



There are no quick solutions to what rages in America now.  It has been endemic for 
centuries starting with the original settlers’ treatment of indigenous peoples, with the 
enslavement of black and brown people, with theft and treaties broken (to this day) … 
and to the many policies put into practice with contempt for those they serve.  Our 
forests, wetlands, wildlife, and the fresh potable water is but a fraction of what it once 
was.  What is left of our freshwater reserves is more precious than any other resource 
on earth and it must be protected.
Our vote must count and we must make it count in how we live our lives and who we 
choose to navigate these treacherous times.  Vigilance and sincerity is essential in the 
way we handle all these issues.  Hate and violence to stamp out violence will do no 
good and will only serve the interests of those who are violent themselves, who lull you 
or stir you with their rhetoric to divide and to manipulate to their own benefit.  Beware of 
anything that provokes violence and hate or seems too good to be true.  Get to the 
truth, vote for the best of us to succeed the worst of us in this fight to make a better 
world.
Tribal burial mounds are part of mankind’s history, part of the archaeological history of 
this sacred land that we call Minnesota.  Tribes have lived and protected these waters 
and treaty lands for thousands of years.  Enbridge comes along, and with the right of 
eminent domain granted by our courts in Minnesota, seeks to make profit. … at what 
true benefit to the tribes? Enbridge’s pipelines have polluted and will continue to pollute 
and desecrate these lands and waters.  If reason does not work, nor the welfare of our 
people and generations to come, what right do these global corporations have by 
common law to take possession and destroy what has been sacred, pristine and 
available to all for thousands of years.  What right does Enbridge have to desecrate 
lands on which sacred archaeological mounds exist.? How many remain to be 
discovered?
What will remain of Minnesota’s heart of 10,000 lakes and our wilderness areas when 
Enbridge has finished and the new pipeline route exploited?

For more information on burial mounds in Minnesota click on the link below:
Mapping Precontact Burial Mounds in Sixteen Minnesota Counties using Light 
Detection and Ranging (LiDAR)
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