
Why do protests against line 3 fall on deaf ears at the Capital? 

 
 
 
While peaceful protests continue across this nation and at the Minnesota Capital 
against line 3, our leaders appear to be absent.  Where is Governor Walz?  Where is 
President Biden?  Continuing spills of drilling fluids by Enbridge even during 
construction warn of impending long term pollution from spills once the pipeline is 
operating in Minnesota. 
 
The powers that be will tell you that property values will go up because of line 3, that 
jobs will be created during construction, that we need the oil, that refineries need the oil, 
that you need the oil … with no mention of the broken treaties and the effect on wild rice 
and native lands, our waters, our air.   
 
Enbridge tells you that their safety record is good, which is demonstrably false, that they 
are concerned about continuing safety and the welfare of areas where the pipeline will 
traverse without mentioning that forests, river beds and wetlands are being dewatered 
in order to get this new route established in a drought, or that they are dishonoring 
native American treaty rights.  They mislead the public into believing that countless 
pristine wetlands and waterways in Minnesota, these that they are digging up for the 
first time now, were already hosting a team of pipelines.  This is all demonstrably false 
and they know it. 
 
The jobs will go away.  The money will get spent.  The rivers, waterways and air will be 
polluted from their oil, treaty rights will be overridden by their almighty greed, and 
Minnesotans will be left with an impossible “clean up”.  Why would any governor of 
Minnesota who cares about the long term welfare of this state allow such a project to go 
through?  Why would a president of this country allow a project to go through that 
endangers the welfare of our waters and the Great Lakes, when water is the most 
important resource we have? 
 
Economic welfare is tied inextricably to our water, freshwater.  Oil endangers that 
resource and the love of money is at the heart of this irresponsible expansion of the 
fossil fuel industry. 
 
Without thoughtful purchases and long term outlooks, divestment and a change in the 
way we live our lives, none of this exploitation will end and entities like Enbridge will 
hold sway.  References in links and notes below, including information on who is 
funding this project. 

 
 
 

https://www.stopline3.org/


https://www.stopline3.org/ 
 

 

Line 3 is a proposed pipeline expansion to bring nearly a million barrels of tar 
sands per day from Alberta, Canada to Superior, Wisconsin. It was proposed in 
2014 by Enbridge, a Canadian pipeline company responsible for the largest inland oil 
spill in the US. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_3_pipeline 
 
The Line 3 pipeline is an oil sands pipeline owned by the Canadian corporation Enbridge. ... The 
replacement pipeline has been completed in Canada, Wisconsin, and North Dakota. 
Permitting and construction of the new pipeline has met with resistance from Native American 
communities and climate justice groups. 
 

 
Enbridge and Government framing of the line 3 project: 
https://mn.gov/puc/line3/summary/ 
 

 

 

The Line 3 Pipeline Replacement Project is described as an integrity and 
maintenance driven project that would involve the construction of 330 miles of new 
36-inch diameter pipeline to replace 282 miles of the existing 34-inch Line 3 pipeline in 
Minnesota. (Note: the old line is being left in place and much of the “replacement” is 
new line on a new route). 
 
https://www.enbridge.com/projects-and-infrastructure/public-awareness/minnesota-projects/line-3-
replacement-project 
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                                Line 3 Replacement Project - Enbridge Inc. 
 
Enbridge is proposing to replace Line 3 to maintain our high safety standards (see below), 
reduce future maintenance activities and create fewer disruptions to landowners and the 
environment, and restore the historical operating capabilities of Line 3. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_3_oil_spill 

From the 1970s until the 1991 spill, the Line 3 pipeline suffered 24 leaks due to the same seam 

failure and was the source of 16 "large oil spills" resulting in four million gallons of oil spilled. 

 

 

https://www.honorearth.org/line_3_factsheet 

 
 

 

The proposed Line 3 corridor would violate the treaty rights of the Anishinaabe by 
endangering primary areas of hunting, fishing, wild rice, and cultural resources in 
the 1855 treaty territory. The US Supreme Court has upheld the rights of native 
peoples to hunt, fish, and subsist off the land. 
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Who funds Enbridge? 

https://money.cnn.com/quote/shareholders/shareholders.html?symb=ENB&subView=institutional 

 
 

 

In February 2020, Mizuho Bank led on a USD 1 billion loan to Enbridge that will mature 
in February 2022. Toronto Dominion Bank is lead agent on a CAD 2,975 million loan to 
Enbridge which will mature in March 2021. 
 

https://extinctionrebellionsfbay.org/announcements/2021/03/Defund-Line3-Chase/ 

Chase – along with Citi, Bank of America, Wells Fargo and TD Bank – is 

funding Line 3, a tar sands pipeline traversing the Great Lakes through 

untouched wetlands and territory of Anishinaabe peoples in Minnesota, in 

violation of Native treaties.Mar 11, 2021 

 

WHO'S BANKING LINE 3 AND KEYSTONE XL: 
https://www.ran.org › publications › whos-bankin... 
 
PDF  
Enbridge secured final permits for Line 3 from Minnesota and the federal government ... the banks 
providing Enbridge's general corporate financing are the ... 
 

 

We have a narrow window to defund line 3 - Stop the money ... 
https://stopthemoneypipeline.com › line3 
 
... have been putting their bodies on the line to stop the construction of the Line 3 tar sands pipeline 
on Anishinaabe land in Northern Minnesota. 
 

 

Stop Line 3 - MN350 
https://mn350.org › Campaigns 
 
Line 3 is a tar sands pipeline currently under construction in northern Minnesota — violating treaty 
rights, risking over 200 bodies of water with the .  
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